
What do these symbols mean? 

Application Activities Format:

1t  Follow the numbers with arrows for a 30-minute, large 
group plus 20-minute Application Activities format. 

 Large Group Format:

1  Follow all the numbers for a 45- to 60-minute large 
group only format.

®

®

God Loves Us • Session 5

Lessons for the Leader
What customs does society place on people 
today? How do people from different cultures and 
backgrounds interact? How comfortable are you 
talking with people of other cultures about Jesus? 
Consider the situation with Peter and Cornelius. 
• Read Acts 10:1-8. Cornelius was a Roman soldier 

in charge of a group of other soldiers. Although a 
Gentile, he worshiped the God of the Jews. The 
Bible does not say how Cornelius came to have 
faith in God, but his actions showed his beliefs.

• Read verses 9-16. Peter experienced a vision 
from God. In the vision, Peter saw animals 
representing the entire animal world. According 
to Jewish law, "clean" animals were the only 
ones the Jewish people could eat. In the vision, 
both "clean" and "unclean" animals appeared 
together. What message did God send Peter 
through the vision?

• Read verses 17-48. The men Cornelius sent to 
Peter were most likely Gentiles. Jewish customs 
of the day did not allow Gentiles to enter Jewish 
homes. Did Peter allow current customs to stop 
him from telling the men about Jesus? What 
stops you from sharing your faith? How do the 
preschoolers in your ministry demonstrate faith? 
Peter went against Jewish custom and even 
traveled over 30 miles to meet with Cornelius.

• Reread verses 34-38. What message did Peter 
preach? What message do you "preach"? Whom 
does God want you to tell about Jesus? Pray, 
asking God for the guidance to tell people about 
Jesus this week. Ask God to give you clarity as 
you teach the preschoolers about the importance 
of telling people about Jesus. 

Cornelius Learned 
About God's Love

Focus Passages: Acts 10:1-8,21-38,42,48

Key Bible Verse: Psalm 107:8

Life Application: I can learn God loves all 
people.

Session at a Glance
Introduction to Worship (8 minutes)

Greet Each Child
Play "Follow the Leader"

Worship (30 minutes/45 minutes)

Welcome and Pray 
Sing "I Can Clap"
Sing "I Will Praise God with a Song"
Pretend to Be Soldiers
Define the Word Centurion 
Tell the Bible Story 
Review
Present Offering and Pray
Sing "I Can Know"
Learn a Bible Verse Cadence
Name Ways God Shows Love
Use Worship Guides 
Make Application 
Transition

Application Activities (20 minutes)

Wrap-Up (10 minutes)

OK to copy.
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1t Greet Each Child

Pull It Together
Offering container

• Show the children where to place offerings.

2t Play "Follow the Leader"

Teacher Tip
Form groups of 8–10 children.

• Guide the children to form a straight line.  
• Say: "Let's play 'Follow the Leader.' I will start 

as the leader. Follow me and do what I do."
• March around in straight and zigzag lines.
• Ask: "What are ways we can move our feet?"
• Select a child to lead.
• Say: "Watch how our leader moves his feet. 

Follow him and move like he moves."
• Challenge the children to think about actions to 

do with their hands while marching.
• Select a new leader.
• Guide the children to march and mimic the 

leader's motions. 
• Conclude: "Even though we moved a different 

way each time, God loves all of us. God 
loves all people, even when they do things in 
different ways." 

Worship

3t Welcome and Pray (2 minutes)
• Say: "I am happy to see you. Let's praise God 

with prayer."
• Pray, thanking God for His love for all people.

4  Sing "I Can Clap" (DVD, 2 minutes)

5t  Sing "I Will Praise God with a Song" 
(DVD, 2 minutes)

6 Pretend to Be Soldiers (4 minutes)

Teacher Tip
Allow kids to march around the room.

• Direct: "Everyone stand straight and tall. Let's 
pretend to be soldiers. Everyone turn to your 
right [turn left, facing to the children's right]. 
Let's march forward four steps. March, two, 
three, four. Now, march backward four steps. 

March, two, three, four."
• March to the right and left a few times. 
• Say: "One of the men in our Bible story was a 

leader in charge of a group of soldiers."

7t Define the Word Centurion (2 minutes)

Definition
Centurion: a leader in the Roman army who was in 
charge of a group of soldiers

• Say: "The Bible story is about a man named 
Cornelius (kawr NEE lih uhs). Cornelius was a 
centurion. What is a centurion?"

• Accept responses and then give the definition.
• Help children pronounce the word centurion. 

8tTell the Bible Story (7 minutes)

Pull It Together
Markers, 6 pieces of various colors of construction 
paper, tape
•  Print Cornelius, Angel, Man 1, Man 2, Man 3, and 

Peter on separate papers.
•  Put a tape loop on the back of each paper.
•  Print "Acts" (CD).

• Invite the children to open their Bibles to the 
Book of Acts [display "Acts" title] as you open 
your Bible.

• Encourage adults to assist kids.
• Say: "The Bible tells us that God cares for and 

shows love to all people. Cornelius learned 
about God's love."

• Enlist six volunteers to play the various roles. 
Tape name tags to the volunteers' clothes.

• Instruct volunteers to step forward when you 
call their names and play out their parts. 

• Place "Cornelius" on one side of the area and 
"Peter" on the other.

• Tell the story.

Cornelius Learned About 
God's Love

Based on Acts 10:1-8,21-38,42,48

Cornelius [child steps forward] was a centurion in 
the Roman army. Cornelius and his family loved 
God. Cornelius did many nice things for other 
people. Cornelius always prayed to God. 

One day, Cornelius saw an angel from God [angel 
steps forward and faces Cornelius]. Cornelius was 
afraid. He stared at and questioned the angel.

Introduction to Worship

Cornelius Learned About God's Love
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The angel answered, "Cornelius! God hears your 
prayers. He knows that you help others. God 
wants you to send for a man named Simon, also 
called Peter. He is staying in the town of Joppa 
(JAHP uh) with a man whose house is by the sea."

When the angel left [angel sits down], Cornelius 
gathered three men [Man 1, 2, and 3 step forward 
and face Cornelius]. He said, "Go to Joppa and 
find Peter. Look for a man whose house is by 
the sea." The three men walked to Joppa [lead 
volunteers to walk toward Peter]. They found 
the house by the sea. They stood at the gate 
and called, "Peter, Peter, Peter!" [Invite men to 
repeat.]

Peter came out to the gate [Peter steps forward 
and faces the men] and said, "I am the man 
you want. Why have you come?" The men said, 
"Cornelius, a centurion, sent us. An angel told 
him to send for you and to hear a message from 
you. [Invite one child to repeat this line.]"

The next day, Peter and the men traveled to 
Cornelius's house. [Peter and the men walk to 
Cornelius.] Cornelius, his family, and friends were 
waiting for Peter. Peter said, "God has helped 
me learn that He loves all people the same. 
God wants people to love others and do what 
is right. I have good news to tell you. God sent 
His Son Jesus. Jesus made sick people well. He 
taught people about God. Jesus did good things 
everywhere He went. God wants us to tell people 
about Jesus. [All volunteers step back.] The 
people asked Peter to stay with them for a few 
days." 

9t Review (5 minutes)

Pull It Together 
Scissors, container
•  Print "Cornelius Review" (CD), cut apart, and place 

in container.

• Announce: "I'll invite one child at a time to 
pull a paper from the container for me to read 
aloud. The child who pulled the paper will 
answer true or false first. I'll ask everyone else if 
you agree or disagree with the answer."

• Read aloud the statements.
• Lead the children to correct any false 

statements.

10t Present Offering and Pray (2 minutes)

11  Sing "I Can Know"  
(DVD, 2 minutes)

12 Learn a Bible Verse Cadence (5 minutes) 

Pull It Together 
Paper, marker
•  Print Psalm 107:8 from your preferred translation.
•  Print "Psalm 107:8 Cadence" (CD). 
•  Learn the cadence.

Teacher Tip
Print "Psalm 107:8 Paraphrase" (CD).

• Display and read aloud the Bible verse.
• Say: "Let's learn this verse as soldiers might say 

it. I'll say a line and everyone repeat after me. 
Do the motions also."

• Lead the cadence military style.

13t  Name Ways God Shows Love 
(3 minutes)

• Say: "Let's name ways God shows people 
love."

• Lead responses to include: gives us food, 
clothing, places to live, family, church, friends, 
the Bible, and so on.

14t Use Worship Guides (7 minutes)

Pull It Together 
Worship Guides, markers

• Distribute materials.
• Lead the children to complete the activities.

15 Make Application (2 minutes)

Pull It Together 
Print "Teaching Picture Cornelius Learned About 
God's Love" (CD).

• Display the teaching picture.
• Review: "Name the two main men in our story. 

(Cornelius and Peter) Peter told Cornelius that 
God loves all people the same. I will ask you to 
tell me about some people." 

• Invite several children to tell about their family 
members, friends, and church staff.

• Conclude: "God made all people to be unique, 
or not like anyone or anything else. God loves 
all people."

16t Go to Application Activities or Wrap-Up

God Loves Us • Session 5
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Wrap-Up
(Large Group Only Format)

17 Sing "Whoa!" (DVD, 2 minutes)

18 Learn New Testament Books (5 minutes)

Pull It Together 
Scissors
•  Print and cut apart "New Testament Song" (CD) 

(1 song per child).
•  Learn the words and tune to the song.

• Instruct: "Open your Bibles to the list of Bible 
book names at the front."

• Enlist adults to assist. 
• Challenge: "Look at the list in your Bible and 

find a book that has four letters and begins with 
the letter A. There are two. Look for the one 
with C as the second letter. The book is Acts."

• Ask: "In what book of the Bible can we find the 
story about Cornelius? (Acts) Let's learn a song 
using Bible book names. I'll sing a line, then you 
repeat after me."

• Sing the song three times.

19 Review (3 minutes)

Pull It Together 
"Psalm 107:8 Cadence" (step 12)

• Quiz: "What happened first in our Bible story?"
• Invite a child to answer.
• Ask: "What happened next in our Bible story?"
• Invite a child to answer.
• Question: "How did the Bible story end?"
• Invite a child to answer.
• Conclude: "We can learn God loves all people. 

Stand with me and say our Bible verse cadence. 
Remember to do the motions."

20 Dismiss Children to Parents

Wrap-Up
(Application Activities Format)

17t Sing "Whoa!" (DVD, 2 minutes)

18t  Highlight Application Activities 
(3 minutes)

• Call on several children to tell what they did in 
their Application Activities.

 tArts and Crafts—Make World Crafts
 tDramatic Play—Play in the Sand
 tGames—Play a Listening Game and Put 
Puzzles Together
 t Exploration and Discovery—Travel Around 
the World

• Comment: "Our activities helped us learn God 
loves all people."

19t Review (3 minutes)
• Quiz: "What happened first in our Bible story?"
• Invite a child to answer.
• Ask: "What happened next in our Bible story?"
• Invite a child to answer.
• Question: "How did the Bible story end?"
• Invite a child to answer.
• Conclude: "We can learn God loves all people. 

Stand with me and say our Bible verse."

20t  Review Ways God Shows Love 
(2 minutes)

• Invite children to stand and tell ways God shows 
love to all people.

• Lead responses to include: gives us food, 
clothing, places to live, family, church, friends, 
the Bible, and so on.

21t Dismiss Children to Parents

Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition Leader Guide, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay.
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Application Activities Select from the following choices. Each choice is  
designed for 20 minutes of small group time.

Play in the Sand
• Mention: "Cornelius sent three men to find Peter. Peter was staying in a 

house by the sea in the town of Joppa. When I think of being by the sea or 
ocean, I think of all the sand. Let's build on and play in the sand."

• Invite preschoolers to build a seaside house in the sand.
• Prompt children to dig in the sand to find words of the Bible verse.
• Assist children with putting the words in the correct order.
• Read aloud the verse.
• Ask: "How does God show His love to all people?"
• Lead responses to include: gives us food to eat, places to live, clothes, 

family, and friends.
• Allow kids time to play in the sand.
• Direct kids to wash their hands.
• Conclude: "We learned God loves all people. We can give thanks for 

God's love."
• Pray.

Pull It Together
Bible, container filled 
with play sand, plastic 
tablecloth or sheet, 
Lincoln Logs® or other 
interlocking blocks, 
scissors, paper, marker
•  Print Psalm 107:8 and 

reference on paper 
and cut apart (1 word 
per child/sheet).

•  Fold or roll the papers 
and hide in the sand.

•  Spread the cloth on 
the table or floor. 

•  Place the container of 
sand in the center of 
the cloth.  

Teacher Tip
Print "Psalm 107:8 
Paraphrase" (CD) and 
cut apart the words 
instead of printing on 
separate papers.

Worship Through Dramatic Play

Make World Crafts
• Display map.
• Mention: "Cornelius sent three men to find Peter. Peter was staying in a 

house by the sea in the town of Joppa. Let's find a sea or ocean on our 
map. People live by the sea, in the mountains, in the desert, and in other 
areas of the world. God loves people who live in Africa, Asia, and every 
part of the world. How does God show His love to all people?"

• Lead responses to include: gives us food to eat, places to live, clothes, 
family, and friends.

• Say: "Some people earn money to buy food and clothing by making crafts 
to sell. Let's make some crafts like those made in Africa and Asia. We'll 
make colorful bracelets to represent Africa and fans to represent Asia."

• Locate and show Africa and Asia on the map.
• Bracelets: Give each child a piece of lacing/yarn, beads, and buttons. 

Demonstrate how to string the beads and buttons to make patterns. Tie 
ends together.

• Fans: Distribute pieces of white paper, pencils, and crayons. Guide the kids 
to draw on their papers. Demonstrate how to accordion-fold the paper. 
Pinch closed the bottom of the folded piece and wrap with tape.

• Lead kids to say the Bible verse (Psalm 107:8).
• Conclude: "We learned God loves all people. We can give thanks for 

God's love."
• Pray.

Pull It Together
Lacing or yarn, colorful 
beads, buttons, white 
paper, pencils, crayons, 
tape, world map, ruler, 
scissors
•  Cut 12-inch lengths of 

lacing/yarn (1 per 
child). 

•  Tie a knot on 1 end of 
each lacing/yarn piece.  

Teacher Tip
Print God loves all 
people on paper for 
children to copy.

Worship Through Arts and Crafts

God Loves Us • Session 5
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Travel Around the World
• Say: "God loves everyone everywhere. Let's pretend to travel to different 

places in the world and try new things. Everyone line up behind me as we 
fly to the first stop, South America."

• Raise arms out to the sides and pretend to be an airplane as you fly the 
children to the first station.

• Say: "At the stations we'll discover how God shows His love to people."
• Station 1—Show South America on a map, then show Venezuela. 

 t Say: "In Venezuela, people speak Spanish. Kids in Venezuela like to 
play the game agua/terra (ahg wa/tare ra). Agua is the Spanish word 
for water and terra is the Spanish word for land. God shows His love 
by giving us water to drink and land where we can live. This side of the 
line represents water [point to one side of the taped line] and this side 
represents land [point to other side]. Everyone stand either in the 'water' 
or on 'land.' I'll call out 'agua' or 'terra.' Everyone is to move to that side 
of the tape."
 t Play the game several times and then fly to the next station.

• Station 2—Show Asia, then China on the map. 
 t Say: "In China, people eat with chopsticks [display] instead of forks. 
God shows His love by giving us food to eat. Let's take turns using the 
chopsticks to move the cotton balls from one plate to another." 
 t Invite kids to use chopsticks.

• Conclude: "We learned God loves all people." Pray.

Pull It Together
2 world maps, masking 
tape, chopsticks (1 set 
per child or per set of 
partners), cotton balls, 
paper plates
•  Tape a line on the floor 

in the center of a large, 
open area (station 1).

•  Place materials at 
2 stations in the room: 

 tStation 1: map 
 t  Station 2: map, 
chopsticks, cotton 
balls, plates 

Teacher Tips
•  Provide books showing 

pictures of South 
America and Asia.

•  Print "Puzzles" (CD), 
cut apart, and place at 
the stations.

Worship Through Exploration and Discovery

Play a Listening Game and Put Puzzles Together
• Remark: "Listen closely as I read some names. When you hear the name of 

someone you know, hop to ________ [specify place in the room]. I'll count 
how many people hop when I call out each name and record it on the 
paper. Everyone will return here after I count those who hopped."

• Call out a name, count the kids who hopped, and mark it beside the name. 
• Continue with all the names, alternating between boy and girl names. 
• Declare which boy and girl name had the most.
• Say: "God loves each person we know. He loves everyone."
• Line up children in a single-file line opposite the black and white puzzles.
• Place the container of color puzzle pieces by the container of black and 

white puzzles.
• Challenge: "Let's put puzzles together. One at a time, run to the puzzle 

pieces. Pick one piece. Match the piece to the color paper on the floor and 
put it on the puzzle where it goes."

• Allow kids to match all pieces.
• Ask: "How do we know God loves all people? Let's read the statements on 

the puzzles to discover the answer."
• Read aloud the statements.
• Conclude: "We can learn God loves us by the things He gives us. God 

loves all of the people with the names I called out. God loves everyone, 
everywhere. We learned God loves all people."

• Lead kids to say the Bible verse (Psalm 107:8).

Pull It Together
5 colors of construction 
paper (2 of each color), 
glue sticks, scissors, 
marker, container
•  Print "Common 

Names" and "Puzzles" 
(CD). 

•  Copy "Puzzles" to 
make a black and 
white copy. 

•  Glue each puzzle to a 
different color paper. 
Match the color and 
black and white copies 
to the same colors. 

•  Cut apart the colored 
puzzles and place in 
container.

•  Place black and white 
puzzles (whole) on the 
floor to 1 side of room. 

Teacher Tip
Challenge kids by not 
supplying black and 
white puzzles.

Worship Through Games

Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition Leader Guide, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay.
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Cornelius Learned About God's Love (Acts 10:1-8,21-38,42,48) God Loves Us • Session 5
Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8 Dick Wahl
© 2015 LifeWay. Printed in the USA.                                                                                                                                                                                     OK to copy.
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Acts 9
Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay. Printed in USA. OK to copy.
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Cornelius Review (God Loves Us • Session 5)            1
Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay. Printed in USA. OK to copy.

Cornelius was a farmer 
who grew corn. 

(false; centurion in the Roman army)

Cornelius prayed or 
talked to God. 

(true)

Cornelius and his family 
helped other people. 

(true)

Cornelius bought 
an angel. 

(false; saw an angel from God)

When Cornelius saw 
the angel of the Lord, 
he said, "Howdy" and 

offered him food. 

(false; He was afraid.) 

The angel kicked 
Cornelius in the knee. 

(false; told him to go and find Peter)
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Cornelius Review (God Loves Us • Session 5)           2 
Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay. Printed in USA. OK to copy.

Cornelius sent three 
men to stomp down 

the street. 

(false; to go to the house in Joppa to find Peter)

The house where Peter 
was staying was close 

to the desert. 

(false; sea)

When the three men 
arrived at the gate of 
the house by the sea, 

they began to sing 
a song. 

(false; called for Peter)

Peter told Cornelius 
and his family that 

God loves all people 
the same. 

(true)

Peter said that God 
wants us to tell people 

about Jesus. 

(true)

We learn about 
Cornelius and Peter 

from the Bible. 

(true)
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Psalm 107:8 Paraphrse (God Loves Us • Session 5) 
Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay. Printed in USA. OK to copy.
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New Testament Song (God Loves Us • Session 5) 
Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay. Printed in USA. OK to copy.

New Testament Song
(Sing to the tune "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star")

Verse 1
Matthew, Mark and Luke and John 
Acts and Romans 
First and Second Corinthians 
Galatians, Ephesians 
Philippians, Colossians 
First and Second Thessalonians 

Verse 2 
First and Second Timothy 
Titus and Philemon 
Hebrews, James 
First and Second Peter 
First and Second, Third John 
Jude and Revelation 

New Testament Song
(Sing to the tune "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star")

Verse 1
Matthew, Mark and Luke and John 
Acts and Romans 
First and Second Corinthians 
Galatians, Ephesians 
Philippians, Colossians 
First and Second Thessalonians 

Verse 2 
First and Second Timothy 
Titus and Philemon 
Hebrews, James 
First and Second Peter 
First and Second, Third John 
Jude and Revelation 

New Testament Song
(Sing to the tune "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star")

Verse 1
Matthew, Mark and Luke and John 
Acts and Romans 
First and Second Corinthians 
Galatians, Ephesians 
Philippians, Colossians 
First and Second Thessalonians 

Verse 2 
First and Second Timothy 
Titus and Philemon 
Hebrews, James 
First and Second Peter 
First and Second, Third John 
Jude and Revelation 

New Testament Song
(Sing to the tune "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star")

Verse 1
Matthew, Mark and Luke and John 
Acts and Romans 
First and Second Corinthians 
Galatians, Ephesians 
Philippians, Colossians 
First and Second Thessalonians 

Verse 2 
First and Second Timothy 
Titus and Philemon 
Hebrews, James 
First and Second Peter 
First and Second, Third John 
Jude and Revelation 
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Common Names (God Loves Us • Session 5) 
Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay. Printed in USA. OK to copy.

Boy Names

Austin
Brandon
Caleb
Clay
Connor
Gabe
Hunter
Jack or Jackson
Jake
Jared
John
Liam
Luke
Max
Tyler

Girl Names

Alexis
Amy
Ann or Anna
Caroline or Carolyn
Courtney
Elizabeth
Emily
Erica
Grace
Hannah
Jenna
Jessica
Kailey
Madison
Sydney

Note: Some names can be either girl or boy.
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Puzzles (God Loves Us • Session 5)             1
Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay. Printed in USA. OK to copy.

Go
d 

sh
ow

s 
Hi

s 
lo

ve
 to

 
al

l p
eo

pl
e.

Page 15 of 19



Go
d 

sh
ow

s H
is 

lov
e 

by
 g

ivi
ng

 u
s f

oo
d 

an
d 

wa
te

r.

Puzzles (God Loves Us • Session 5)            2 
Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
© 2015 LifeWay. Printed in USA. OK to copy.
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Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
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Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
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Worship KidStyle Preschool Edition, Volume 8
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